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Lawson Morrison was born in North Carolina in 1814. His birth and
that of his thirteen siblings is recorded in a Bible belonging to his brother,
Eli. John and Naamah Sietz/Seitz are his parents. He is their firstborn.
The origin of the Morrison name is unknown, but it may have been added
by a later generation of family researchers. Morrison does not appear on
any of his authentic documents until 1848, just ten years before his death.

His earliest documentation is in Eli’s Bible. Eli began this Sitzes’s
family ancestry with the parents of his and Lawson’s parents.

In his Bible, published 1834, Eli, German that he was, methodically
recorded the parentage of his father, the parentage of his mother, the birth
dates of his father and mother, the marriage of his father and mother, and
the births of the fourteen children of his father and mother. Lawson was
firstborn.

Eli’s Bible. Page 2, His Parents
1% Column

John Seitz, son of Peter Seitz and Elizabeth his wife, was born in
Lincoln County, North Carolina on the 8" day of October 1784.

Naamah Seitz, born on March the 17" day 1794

As it turned out, Naamah's birthday was nearly the same as that of
the United States Constitution for which Peter Seitz, a grandfather, had
fought in the American Revolution. According to the Bible record, John and
Naamah got married about twenty years later, with Naamah being ten
years younger than John. Her father was yet another, “John Seitz,” and he
had a wife named Salley. Future entries into the Bible provide a map of
where Lawson lived, and a calendar of when his life began—and, like unto
it—where and when his parents made the move to Missouri. Eli provided
his map and calendar by way of the births of his brothers and sisters,
starting with the marriage of his parents, John and Naamah.

Page 2,
1t Column, continued

John Seitz and Naamah Seitz, daughter of John Seitz and Salley his
wife, entered the holy state of matrimony on the 7" day of August
1813, and they begat children as follows, viz.



2" Column

1. Lawsan Seitz, son of John Seitz and Naamah was born in
Lincoln County, North Carolina the 15th day January AD, 1814.

2. Eli Seitz, son of John Seitz and Naamah was born in Lincoln
County, North Carolina the 14th day of April 1815.

3. Adaline daughter of John Seitz and Naamah was born in Lincoln
County, North Carolina the 21st day of November AD, 1816.

4. Emaline daughter of John Seitz and Naamah was ...

Here, “BORN IN LINCOLN?” is marked out and replaced by ...”born in
Madison, Missouri.” Thus, the family’s move was made sometime before
the birth of Emaline in 1819 while Lawson was a small boy.

Emaline Sitzes 1819
Artamissa Seitz

Rufus Easten Sitzes 1822
Nancy Sitzes 1824
Caroline

9. Emmanual 1826

10. John Franklin Sitzes 1828
11. Raleigh Sitzes 1829

12. Emanuel Alvin Sitzes 1831
13. Sarah Catharine Sitzes 1832
14. Francis Marion, son

0NN A

The last eleven children listed in Eli’s Bible were born in Madison,
Missouri, Naamah giving birth every two years until she was past her child-
bearing years. Lawson, her oldest child, was born the year following her
wedding, and she had another son and a daughter in the next two years in
Lincoln. The three youngsters had the experience of a lifetime, making the
trip to Missouri through mountainous trails, over rivers and streams, and
across prairies in one of the endless wagon trains of the day. Lawson was
about five years old when he got to Missouri.




NOTE: Sitzes became the spelling of choice for John Sitzes and subsequently
became the spelling with which Lawson Sitzes and his line stayed.

1800--1820

The first twenty years of the nineteenth century were eventful. Early
on, President Thomas Jefferson doubled the size of the United States with
the Louisiana Purchase. So, John Sitzes, and all his fellow Americans, had
somewhere to spread out with their growing families.

\ Spanish
\ Territory

Lewis and Clark *

Expedition
(1804-1806)

Louisiana Purchase and the Lewis and Clark Expedition Map

James Madison

In the election of 1812 James Madison was re-
elected President and would serve a second term. He
presided over interesting times—starting off with a war.
The American and English war that began in 1812, and was
called the War of 1812, came to an end in 1814.

Thirty years after Lawson’s

The W&I‘ Of 1812 grandfather, Peter, added his efforts
' to the Continental Army’s efforts to

* blast the Redcoats back to England,
the English returned in 1812 to have
a go at a new generation of
American soldiers. A few Americans
were still mad at them for the first
fight—patriotic anger which showed
~up in deeds such as crucial
Congressional Acts passed in

Click s the Mens elow for the Apprapriate H..



support of pensions for Revolutionary War
veterans who had defeated England the first time
around. This time around, King George’s son was
. on the throne, and it seems the British were still
pretty mad too.

They burned down the relatively new White
House, (Pictured, Left) and Francis Scott Key wrote
“The Star Spangled Banner’ as he watched Fort
McHenry get bombed (Pictured, Second, Left,
National Park Service.) The British fully intended to
take back America, all the way to the potentially
valuable shipping ports on the Mississippi River.

The Sitzes were not well represented in the
War of 1812. In fact, after the war began, John
and Naamah had their wedding in 1813, and John,
at war age in his thirties, stayed busy starting his
family. He and his wife became parents of Lawson
in 1814, making Lawson Sitzes a war baby, of
sorts.

As the War of 1812 ended, John’s family had
a toddler in the house and Eli was on the way.

- Naamah could breathe a sigh of relief for her
family, that the fighting was basically over. A peace treaty ending the two-
year war was signed in Belgium in December 1814.

After Eli, Adaline joined their nursery--the last of this Sitzes clan to be

born in North Carolina.

The Battle of New Orleans was fought on
January 8, 1815, between the British Army
under Major General Sir Edward Pakenham
and the United States Army under Brevet Major
General Andrew Jackson, roughly 5 miles (8 km)
southeast of New Orleans, Louisiana. Wikipedia

- Although the war had ended, General
4 Andrew Jackson’s victory at the Battle of New
Orleans in 1815 helped bring on an intense
American pride over this "second war of
independence." The war also resulted—in part--
in Jackson becoming President of the United




States. Elected in 1828, Jackson served from 1829-1837. His Indian
Removal Act, which forced thousands of Native American tribes out of the
southern states and into Indian Territory, came after the Sitzes move to
Missouri, but he opened up more land for white settlement, an opportunity of
which several Sitzes men of the future took advantage.

John and his family started out on their adventure from Lincoln
County, and on their way to Missouri in 1819 they would have seen plenty
of Indians about whom they could tell future generations.

Before Lawson was grown, he got married at age seventeen and
began doing his part to create a host of descendants. His young wife’s
name was Catharine Bess.

Catharine Bess

Catherine Bess in the Missouri, U.S., Marriage Records, 1805-2002
Marriage Date 16 Oct 1831

Marriage Place  Cape Girardeau, Missouri, USA

Spouse Lawson Sitze

1830

John Sitze in the 1830 United States Federal Census

Home in 1830 (City, County, State) ~ German, Madison, Missouri
Free White Persons - Males - Under 5 3

Free White Persons - Males - 5 thru 9 1

Free White Persons - Males - 10 thru 14 1 Eli

Free White Persons - Males - 15 thru 19 1 Lawson

Free White Persons - Males - 40 thru 49 1 John

Free White Persons - Females - 5 thru 9 3

Free White Persons - Females - 10 thru 14 2

Free White Persons - Females - 30 thru 39 1 Naamah

Free White Persons - Under 20 11
Free White Persons - 20 thru 49 2
Total Free White Persons 13

Total - All Persons (Free White, Slaves, Free Colored) 13

The 1830 census is the only census on which Lawson Sitzes of 1814
can be found. His life in the forties and his death in the fifties are told in
military records, a second marriage, and the settlement of his estate.



The 1840’s, a War and a Second Marriage

The Mexican—American War was an invasion of
Mexico by the United States Army from 1846 to 1848. It
followed the 1845 U.S. annexation of Texas, which Mexico
still considered its territory. Mexico refused to recognize the
Treaties of Velasco, because they were signed by President
Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna while he was captured by the
Texian Army during the 1836 Texas Revolution

Sectional politics over slavery in the United States
were preventing annexation because Texas, formerly a
slavery-free territory under Mexican rule, would have been
admitted as a slave state, upsetting the balance of power
between Northern free states and Southern slave states.[6]
In the 1844 United States presidential election, Democrat
James K. Polk was elected on a platform of expanding U.S.
territory to Oregon, California, and Texas, with the 1845
annexation of Texas furthering that goal.[7] However, the
boundary between Texas and Mexico was disputed, with the
Republic of Texas and the U.S. asserting it to be the Rio
Grande and Mexico claiming it to be the more-northern
Nueces River. Polk sent diplomats to Mexico to try to buy
the disputed territory, with California and everything in-
between for $25 million (equal to equivalent to $706,264,916
in 2021), an offer the Mexican government refused.[8][9]
Polk then sent a group of 80 soldiers across the disputed
territory to the Rio Grande, ignoring Mexican demands to
withdraw.[10][11] Mexican forces interpreted this as an
attack and repelled the U.S. forces on April 25, 1846,[12] a
move which Polk used to convince the Congress of the United
States to declare war.[10] Wikipedia

Pictured, Congressman Abraham Lincoln 1847

In 1846, newly elected Whig Congressman
Abraham Lincoln criticized the Mexican War,
calling it immoral, proslavery, and a threat to the
nation's republican values. When President
James K. Polk accused Mexico of shedding
"American blood on American soil,” Lincoln




famously retorted by demanding to know where the "particular spot of soil on
which the blood of our citizens was so shed."

His was a lonely voice. In Arkansas, Lawson Sitzes joined hundreds
of his fellow Arkansans to go quarrel with the Mexicans over their land in the
Polk-Mexico war.

In April, 1846, the United States went to war with Mexico over
the disputed question of the Rio Grande boundary. To vindicate the
shedding of “American blood upon the American soil,” Congress on
May 13 gave President James K. Polk authority to call into service up
to 50,000 volunteers. Two days later Secretary of War W. L. Marcv
addressed a letter to Governor Thomas S. Drew of Arkansas,
requesting him to organize immediately one regiment of cavalry, or
“mounted gunmen,” and one battalion of infantry. The cavalry
regiment was to rendezvous at Washington, Hempstead County,
Arkansas, where the men would be mustered into the service of the
United States. The infantrymen were to report to Fort Smith as
replacements for the troops on the frontier, now all ordered to the Rio
Grande by General Taylor. [1] In response Governor Drew issued a
call for volunteers on May 27. [2] Wikipedia, 2016

Lawson Sitzes, who had left his family and had taken up residence in
Hempstead, answered the governor’s call.

Lawson Morrison Sitzes, Muster Roll

Military Record of Lawson Morrison Sitzes

Mexican-American War of 1847-48.

Capitol Guards, Co. A, 6th Arkansas Volunteer Infantry

Enrolled at Washington, Hempstead County, Arkansas, 30 June 1846

Captain Albert Pike's Company E, "The Little Rock Guards,"
Yell's Regiment, Arkansas Mounted Volunteers, 30 June 1846

History: This company mustered on:
31 August 1846 at San Antonio, Texas;
31 October 1846 at Monclova, Mexico;
31 December 1846 at Haciende de Patos, Mexico;
28 February 1847 at Saltillo, Mexico;
7 June 1847 at Monterey, Mexico.



With examples of fellow enlistees:

ADAMSON, William; Pvt.

ANSON, Hiram; Pvt. disab. disc. 25 Sept. 1846 at San Antonio
BALES, Stephen; Pvt.

BARNES, William; Pvt. disab. disc. 10 Sept 1846, San Antonio
BLUNDEN, William N.; Bugler

Etc

Etc

Etc

SCHNEIDER, Joseph; Farrier

SITZES, Lawson; Pvt.

SMITH, Elias; Pvt

SMITH, Woods; Pvt. disab. disc. 25 Sept 1846 at San Antonio
STEPHENSON, James T.; Sergeant.

STEPHENSON, John C.; Sergeant.

SULLIVAN, Chris; Sergeant. wounded at Saltillo 23 Feb 1847

TERRY, John; Pvt.

THARPE, John D.; Pvt.

TOLER, William; Corporal.

USSERY, Morgan; Pvt

WHITE, Newton; Pvt. age 18 died 13 Feb. 1847 Los Polonius

WHITELY, Lambert A.; Sergeant.

WOLFE, Charles; Pvt.

WOODRUFF, Alden; Pvt. appted 2nd Lt. 12th Regt. U.S. Army
Published in the “Capitol Guards Sentinel,” September, 1998, “Captain Pike and the Little Rock
Guards, (Company A, 1st Arkansas Volunteer Cavalry), July, 1846”

Captain Albert Pike’s cavalry made up the last of the ten companies
that would form the Arkansas Volunteer Cavalry Regiment that reported for
duty at Old Washington, Hempstead County. Hempstead had become
Lawson’s home, and would remain so for the rest of his life.

Hempstead County, Arkansas

Hempstead County is Arkansas's fourth county, formed on
December 15, 1818, alongside Clark and Pulaski counties. The county
Is named for Edward Hempstead, a delegate to the U.S. Congress from
the Missouri Territory, which included present-day Arkansas.[4]
Wikipedia.
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Military Years 1846-1848

The Arkansas cavalry unit in which Lawson found himself was in the
same political quandary the United States was in. Quarreling between the
Whigs and the Democrats in Washington DC spilled over into the military
arena and continued as the War with Mexico was being fought. Lawson’s
unit was under Captain Albert Pike, a Whig, who had an appreciation of
military practices--which the other Arkansas commanders lacked--a
condition that quickly led to chaos for Lawson and his particular band of
brothers.

On July 18, 1846, his Arkansas regiment began its march toward
Mexico with the high morale new recruits sometimes show for war—waving
flags, bragging, and singing songs. By the time they reached San Antonio,
Texas, six weeks later, many of the 793 Arkansas volunteers, and Captain
Pike, doubted the competence of the generals and military leaders in
charge of Arkansas troops.

Men they knew and admired did not reconnoiter for campgrounds or
survey the area for safety and defense. Sanitation measures which had
been enforced for every military encampment since George Washington
was a General, were unknown. Daily drilling, guard duty, and picket
assignment was lacking. Months after their enlistment, uniforms had not
been provided. Old, useless weapons were handed out. Captain Pike
complained, " The pistols given us are old, the sabres soft, and the caps for the
carbines--only one in two or three will explode.”

While other Arkansawyers went untrained and undisciplined, Captain
Pike had the Little Rock Guards going through daily close-order drill. His
men were eager to get into action, but their captain’s biggest battle was
against inefficiency rather than against the Mexicans. As General Zachary
Taylor led his army deeper into Mexico, the Arkansas volunteers had been
waiting. Waiting for four months. Captain Pike’s Little Rock Guards,
disciplined by their insistent leader, withstood the wait better than the rest
of the Arkansas volunteers, but their army morale suffered. Some men
were wishing they could go home about the time they found themselves
ordered on a march deep into Mexico to assist General Zachary Taylor of
Kentucky.

Pike’s men were sent to an outpost called Las Palomas where his
men relieved a Kentucky cavalry regiment.



General Zachary Taylor

Zachary Taylor was an American
military leader who served as the 12th
president of the United States from 1849 until
his death in 1850. Taylor was a career officer
in the United States Army, rising to the rank of
major general and becoming a national hero
for his victories in the Mexican—American §
War. His top priority as president was to |
preserve the Union.

He was commissioned as an officer in
the U.S. Army in 1808 and made a name for
himself as a captain in the War of 1812. He climbed the ranks of the
military, establishing military forts along the Mississippi River and
entering the Black Hawk War as a colonel in 1832.

In 1845, during the annexation of Texas, President James K.
Polk dispatched Taylor to the Rio Grande in anticipation of a battle
with Mexico over the disputed Texas—Mexico border. The Mexican—
American War broke out in April 1846, and Taylor defeated Mexican
troops commanded by General Mariano Arista at the battles of Palo
Alto and Resaca de la Palma, driving Arista's troops out of Texas.
Taylor then led his troops into Mexico, where they defeated Mexican
troops commanded by Pedro de Ampudia at the Battle of Monterrey.
Defying orders, Taylor led his troops further south and, despite being
severely outnumbered, dealt a crushing blow to Mexican forces under
General Antonio Lépez de Santa Anna at the Battle of Buena Vista.
Wikipedia

g
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Battle of Buena Vista rI Nebel
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Taylor’s defiance of orders came about during days of rumors of warr,
but nary a fight with their declared enemy. The strain of waiting around
was too much for some of the rowdier Arkansas boys, but not for those who
were trained by Pike. General Taylor, about to engage the enemy, took the
time to chastise those who were causing trouble.

To neutralize the nerve wracking consequences of holding their fire,
Pike engaged the Guards at Las Palomas with soldiering. From reveille to
sunset they marched and drilled. When the wait for battle was over, his
men joined the fight—even though Taylor only had 4,700 men to put
against a Mexican Army of 21,000.

Winfield Scott
Winfield Scott was an American military : :
commander. He served as Commanding General of
the United States Army from 1841 to 1861, having
taken part in the Mexican—American War. He was
known as Old Fuss and Feathers for his insistence
on proper military etiquette, as well as the Grand
Old Man of the Army for his many years of service.
Wikipedia

To prepare for the war, late in 1846 the
United States recruited regiments of Arkansas
regulars to help launch a mission against Vera [
Cruz and to march inland to Mexico City.
Captain Allen Wood of Carroll County raised a
company of Arkansans for the Twelfth Infantry, and they joined the forces of
General Winfield Scott in the summer of 1847. Wood's Arkansans fought in
the battles of Contreras and Churubusco on August 19 and 20, on the
outskirts of Mexico City. In a matter of weeks, Mexico City had fallen to
Scott's forces. Among the dead and the wounded and conquering heroes of
the War with Mexico were the sons of Arkansas. Back in Arkansas, where
they had signed up, celebrations welcomed them home.
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The Final Years

Lawson was among those returning home, but home had moved from
Missouri to Arkansas. After it was over, when Lawson returned to Arkansas
from the war there is no indication that he and his first wife stayed in touch.
Catharine Bess Sitzes eventually settled in Bess, Missouri and Lawson
settled in Arkansas where he married a second wife, twenty-year-old
Margaret Cantley.

Martha J Cantley in the Arkansas, US County Marriages Index, 1837-1957

Name Martha J Cantley, Age 20

Birth Year abt 1828

Residence Hempstead, Arkansas
Spouse's Name  Lawson M Sitzer
Spouse's Age 33

Spouse's Residence, Hempstead, Arkansas
Marriage Date 28 Dec 1848
Marriage County Hempstead

The census taker of 1820 had missed the Sitzes the first year they
were in Missouri. But, in the 1830 census, when Lawson was counted, not
all was well with the oldest son of John Sitzes. Regrettably, a very, very
young teenage Lawson was about to leave the family and marry a Bess girl
from the neighborhood shortly after the 1830 census taker showed up. It
was a marriage that didn'’t last, but it lasted long enough for the young
couple to bring a lot of children into the world. Lawson abandoned his
house full of kids for his stint in the War with Mexico, 1846-1848, and he
never returned to them.

The Bess family seems to have been known by the Sitzes families far
back into 18" century Lincoln County. It's possible, even probable, that
Lawson was named after a Lawson Bess.

The 1860 census lists his father’s worth at an astounding $3650.00.
John Sitzes may have been the wealthiest man in the neighborhood. The
list includes a young Bess family from the laboring class. Perhaps Lawson
married a laborer’s daughter, notwithstanding, there also were Bess folk
who were prosperous. After Lawson left her, Catherine Bess Sitzes took
her fatherless waifs to a place called Bessville, Bollinger County, Missouri.



Bessville, Bollinger County,
Missouri Township, Crooked Creek

Bessville is an unincorporated community in Crooked Creek
Township in eastern Bollinger County, Missouri. The community lies on
the east bank of Crooked Creek and is located approximately 5.5 miles
southeast of Marquand in adjacent Madison County.[2]

The community was established as a stop on the Belmont branch
of the Iron Mountain Railroad. It was laid out soon after the railroad
was built in 1869. The community was named for Sam Bess, who ran
the first store, and Levi Bess, who was the community's first
postmaster.[3] The first post office in the area operated between 1856—
1864, and then again between 1871-1955 after the construction of the
railroad.[4] Wikipedia

Catherine Bess Sitzes raised her children in Bessville where several
of them prospered and went on to live productive lives. Catherine lived to
be eighty. She died 27 July 1894, and is buried in Bessville as the wife of
Lawson Sitzes.

Catherine Bes Sitze
Wife of Lawson Sitzes
27 Jul 1894

15
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Lawson died in 1858, while his parents still lived. His young wife,
Martha Jane Cantley, had died four years earlier. They had three children:
Joshua Morrison Sitzes, born 1850; Eliza E. Sitzes 1852; Lawson Cantley
Sitzes, born 1854. It’s possible that Martha Jane died in childbirth with the
birth of Lawson Cantley. Her baby was born March 30™"; she died May 9™"in
1854. There is no official record of why she, or her forty-four-year-old
widowed husband, died so young.

Curiously, as if he were in good health and had plans, one year later
he was issued a land grant. The grant was dated March |, 1855 and signed
by President Franklin Pierce.

Lawson Sitzes

in the U.S., General Land Office Records, 1776-2015
Name Lawson Sitzes

Issue Date 1 Mar 1855

Place Hempstead, Arkansas, USA

Land Office Washington, Arkansas

Original URL
https://glorecords.blm.gov/search/default.aspx

When Lawson died in 1858 an inventory of his estate included a
wealth of worldly goods and livestock. Plus, there were notes from men
who owed him thousands of dollars. He was a very wealthy man, and
since the death of his second wife, Martha Cantley Sitzes, had left three
motherless waifs in his care, the orphans that his death left in the care of
their Cantley grandparents were the heirs of a substantial inheritance.

The inheritance of his two sons was substantial enough that it was
still talked about in family lore up into the twenty-first century:

Two orphan boys born in Washington, Hempstead County
Arkansas, found their way to Fort Worth about 1870. Joshua Morrison
Sitzes and his younger brother, Lawson Cantley, were promptly relieved
of their inheritance monies by some fast-talking city slicker in the dusty
squalor of the rapidly growing cowtown in lawless North Texas.

The two young men originally had planned to venture further into
Texas, but their new financial circumstances made it imperative that
they change their plans. With what little money they had left - and for a
reason now unknown - they decided to go to Pilot Point.

Author Unknown



Perhaps their father’s newly acquired real estate fattened their
inheritance pot:
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1858

Lawson Sitzes in the Arkansas, U.S., Wills and Probate Records, 1818-1998

Name Lawson Sitzes

Probate Date 15 Nov 1858

Probate Place Hempstead, Arkansas

Inferred Death Year 1858

Inferred Death Place  Arkansas

Item Description Administration Bonds, Etc, Vol K-L, 1854-1863
Individuals Listed (Name) Lawson Sitzes

When the census taker showed up in Hempstead, Arkansas in 1860

he found the orphans of Lawson Sitzes living with their Cantley
grandparents. The wealth of Grandpa Cantley had increased markedly
since the census that was taken ten years earlier in 1850.

James Cantley

in the 1860 United States Federal Census
Name James Cantley

Age 66

Birth Year abt 1794

Gender Male

Race White

Birth Place Virginia

Home in 1860 Carouse, Hempstead, Arkansas
Post Office Albany

Dwelling Number 1023

Family Number 1023
Occupation Farmer

Real Estate Value 4000

Personal Estate Value 7895
Household Members (Name)  Age
James Cantley 66

Sarah Cantley 60

Ebenezar Cantley 18

Joshua M Sites 10

Eliza E Sites 8

Lasson C Sites 6
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It can be assumed that much of the increase in James Cantley’s
“Personal Value” came out of the estate of his daughter’'s husband, via their
three orphans. It can also be assumed that he took good care of their
inheritance, if ten years later they took their fortune to Fort Worth.

An Inventory Of The Personal Estate Of Lawson Sitzes
Transcription by Helen Vaughan Michael

An inventory of the personal Estate of Lawson Sitzes late of
Hempstead County, deceased, as the same hath come to the hands of
James Cantley, Administrator of all and singular the goods and
chattels, rights and credits of said Lawson Sitzes, deceased.

One horse, one Jenney, one yoke of Oxen, thirty head of cattle,
fifty-five head of Hogs, large and small, Three head of sheep, one Ox
Wagon, one two-horse wagon & harness and Shoes?. Seven Ploughs
and some Plow . Two Ox chains, One Broadax, two falling axes,
one chest of carpenter’s tools, six chairs, one clothes chest, one stand,
one small table. Two safes, a set of castings. One Wardrobe. A lot of
cooking ware. Two hundred bushels of corn.

About one thousand __ of Fodder? One lathe and Wheel?,
One Note to deceased Executor? By John Alban dated July 12" AD
1855 due the 1% day of January 1859 for $1500. Bearing interest
from __ with ten percent {interest from} One brown Mare.

The Original Document (followed by Four Pages)

P i i an Pomeietret //'/4/////’/‘//' VP WL 0
(20 A ¢ Lo

ﬂ//r ///'(;, Aevssg // esd s /(/ z //

it iRt e s fetCe // ﬁ C Cove fli it vmrey ~LPrdaidE Aot

BN R 5 SN Co Pie Nsrmits // ves Czaan 6
OtrninisBocrsos  cffcnls Cavser Divecpmrtovs Hhic 7 Sy A
iz t/es //(/' Sotd riet Orociori o peecce e s J/?/‘/
7 Coce oot "
ﬂ;// )ﬁ// o, e Jrrese / Doise (/ //,/ ///V /o vt ‘
; / 7 |
(/, & ///// g /// 7 / v ///////, cvssce Forsrcvtl |
rce Hear 7 / / ¢ e vy / Ze (’ / &’ /r//’/a/ P
//7/ v Yellleopin bt o /J/// Seeirs ///r,,.f'u(///J//"
/-

Covis, Como & ///, i, Do // et 0L, Do et ting
s//:( Cre Chirsy f// / relecs ////// ///(/,,, 9. & //r//z///l"~
Gee Sderorr st S Ineelc etz N 4/4/ e 74////‘
Cro¢ Zrrretinae ‘ @ LA Aoy s

et ”

Clicrec 7

Vit o &g,{,,,, o Dre //4 e i ,/,/’/v////r
Ere A8 s fPher be, (Do l,/ﬂfe Dp . P S P

// B R /,/) Mo LEH . ///5// e //2</~?4""’/“w
-///mw,,y /§’j // ///// O Le ,/7 ),/,,N// ¢ ctree b
P2e: /13 // ) e /N#fﬁ—v‘*]érﬁ-n\ ///LL //z 2t 2 ////( l




//', /,(,/ /,7 :'«/rf: cesleelc (///)/(7(-’:‘/’ Ol el
//y G e ,,,,,, D Serveres o /,ﬂf Aokl //;ur-/.v,,) [

r'/’ Serect («/ynru',-z,,,/,z/ Jo L iy Herssoeleet r'/ur//:///}
5 77 % o //, 197 A
Arrre clelloeer Ctrieel /’//'/ Coritd 4 e oy
y - g . Y
/,,://,(/ CroteliFitricel N/////,n,uu/,;,/ lel'l ///J///(
GLtevle Direecte /»:// lais: e I, Mk A4 ///’/7 //
y AW y ,
/536 // b, ’{‘) ,L////,,//( .){/////fmiu'd
JY 2 . el : 3
Pl J’/I/ el 71t = ///L'zfﬂ(f 7
= . : .
/ /, loincil it Yilhavy
2

( .//-‘m,u-'ﬂ//

{, Aececesrel
7, > ' 7

oy i / y o
€ %/ A(\ et // covetece Oty e Vo Y e

2ot vl

l///-f«"/!' @bl e // vt frveaiaiis Moot e
,/‘/«';,: Con «//// cre /’}n’, ctfetl /./nr'// Sose AT J/Hzr//(,/‘

)(///N'/ /////, reee r Aevevileis il Jecter crrect
/11// /e rrtites rerall //‘/v/ o) Serl¢ //'r’l /;//('//14((—/ /1
// /w// ctired /«(un/ 793 of //,z,/j}v/ ]},nu,m,u//
ol // Jee / prrrt vl (/'/(‘l’/ e ll crviee Loviti, (o
/{‘,/Hr({"’ ' TRt Liteer ” tedeleced Cras /.;/IA.), //',c/( ,r;,.,/ i)
//.//nnn;,/ /1((‘//1/ /l/l;éfy Lo //ﬂ‘u . / taesits //'/./,Arj., ptrr
Litnis: corvie vuiia St J// Lowiv (IS, Heio /7//./

ety cfidencsribes AT,

I ! = = ;
//I Corscerdio s //,/ celveat ('//v.‘/'/l/—‘-/‘/L L

J/rrl_ et dnloeaing Wi Canid TLl Sowac //;;a;;/y’
(/

(AT RS ,v///{n; Ll et ret, /(://c /f/u cletss /,»/'ﬂ"-’

. <y ;

anct Accoraca, Of refore ke petect //// / vired (Cerntliyy 14
S e Sl ks W2 Jogis Uy
"//I/;','l/('/ (»/ /"I/('I, dEss r//ZI Aetrer /(,'1;;/‘) /('(/4,//’-" <84 ((/

g J

Sreceli f///N vt FhLl comot Leddovsssenrr /{/(,1//'

f‘ > ’
iy ///// wleeiisger; (PR EL haite o5 eiviias Ha e Mgsiietsw

/,;ﬂ Criset //l//r(/ A%/nru/w”, //‘ Ll ceiiev J/,,7vf/”’

|

|

i

2 Lo / ) ‘
4 /zn//.. cteset @heeltles They dils  ctipe €ecceots ./l/i\ i

eteer Cecrces vee lerhor e f;«;cu/ Cope (IPi02s, Erreae € //r
P
_/(/'u.-/J //,/,,//,, G- pmle  Ihz frbvsietd g /,Hl oA 7‘ |

e, o4 3 23 > ?
f/ o Fees /:’:Jru- /’I /tn-‘., Croret Clee et vice _ag |

CRascs Ehall il cpumon. iR o o Ay ec ‘

/7////< .. et . /}N,,,- // oI //;,, B 6-/»,/;4/}‘
7/ ////ﬁz/ru// /////z.u /‘/z/ // f////// /‘//(.,“ //{.,/n"/«

i / ¢ Rizr cell cusaor ////701.0/-*"
P8 Gl unver @i (! : Fid 1
Y4 Vit e WCllley pigy il criice Caesretly /‘/’ 27

[

Aceecretl | re2-hpe ki Zhicelt e g Ao, Srerivetd

Yt tied o 3 b Lo 4
R N T o o srrarids N ///,”,, s ,//r!’/‘ .

20



) 2 . "

-///'./f//,/.z cen /,/ lhic geeect Jetrned (Fevrdlois, Ko dhote

Helt crsret Pl vl At rr2d A ey 7€ Cr ety //»J/r/u/,
5 & .

i 717 live elells  errret Ceepececed i Iha clriicesict, At

; !
i 5
G e Hets crsgeds wuill hdenis, St e i ctineed

comel //,',/'//, Vreete v Corres e Jo Mo Vneedt ,  Jma) eriiet
//‘z// Or6 00 0007 //[1/ /tf///'//»;J/«., f/u//,',r///z ek
{ ? X 4
//’/'/'-'7//4 ‘)’////I;L cold //ur/r'/ /1/-/»-, Inre Jo //;,:A,/’f\
" 4 .
//‘/(//.-,7 . Veceer 0o Jhe ‘//(('/ﬂ/ Creler 2endeie g
; 2 |
Cpeleere s /// (“//,/, s /r('uv,-,]‘ /(/);/"/‘//(-,,//)1.;.”//1 4
/ P, Carcs Bhaldl jrrrviicoiiin OELl it ity ete ams)
; ) Vi / '
/“/(‘1,11 all v ollees rrreetley  #2 (,":n;y Ats e) /A,(Itllfﬂluj/r/'
toa? et or g A Jus ceetect boy ovie . T N/, fvitess
Gie preeh Cficeocctes boy "t @crcetoch orctor Als1dess v b
e / i /"/!(/ Foctt ina ey //’/'/:/.t////)///.)I,J//rl\,
: 7 .
ltere Jlevsi tiie  celoee ///r,_:r!/x/v- L e ppviet  ervet
/'/ Yitrrar € ////I/, bthecevia e A8 Ptrrr e 1y //'// 7o

(liid /r-/u‘ C

g < J
{‘//t/?/’///n(/,1 //%///('//k////n./ ///«////// S/

(—.///(( Piiy, (r'/;/// Cetriet /7/"// cer Ol Jrrr//r74~,l_'-7
) //.// clet? crricl Lierts ’;/>/ A vee e L
J G

//),,,/./ ////,//// é///f
/ /11}(55/1//// s z:///(k
|| W liaiet /;ﬂ

.»//‘/////('/t/ /e Lot /'//f/r'(»/ f/‘///"/f/“/
< \ \(/ \/\.J//zz///zz 4/(;//
| S, G i %

/\L’J////rf‘( 000 e €trcte e froeiides el TBIE KT

gt
/// etricee s (o lerty

,//'/‘,/»///. /)/,/'/,1'/,/.}.z//,-v//,'.,’::' {

Aot Iente 7«,'}’//"0,;,1,-(./
7 et //,’/.//;u) D) Whorna Hirae Jre erilT I hs it Y i

L& ////;;r,: ‘

//»;,m He Jhat the Lae) 2L cissie B sudorie
/

, > / /
¥2220.0971. (/ /',-/ur/'n

/'/"I,l//t /»‘z, Loy /,f/z‘//,-/ VAl A Otk 2s eV ecs //-:
//( 4 ’/’//\( //// /{‘//// 7/‘,/1 /r,n/ ////)),'r((//(

// e ton foatecrce 4///)”“' o (ot /"/v/:d{. s :;[(/'f»A((,'
o/ J V4

I o 9
yprr fleccedncs . Dotk I ee <feon

.

. v a : 74 7 y
Gnneged )y Crad Dr A Tt av 17//;/r-//,1 Lo oo Jermrves
g

//‘('/ﬂ.//(v hao Leen «y/ crnleed A,/ ceitle v anet o hin

Jacer Lawl Tl et Siibrrnsnlr Lo lejocinte Tt Harsed

ctivet Ao Moo Cwet  Lhat e / o e st z///'!( Lty bod oy

‘/Nr'//‘ “e /.-,/.'/.m,// //-, //“/,,-« (/‘/:/r‘ s.-hi el (//J‘rﬂ) .//-A

21



e

22

et ” - -

g (‘7/-’/)’/ //[-‘/ Ai Posletes S AL sttt

¢

(et Fhoce v bpcretoer FHEC A LECS

Jrreedy

N
./.9: R

PRI SRRy ) /.,', 2 A e e Lowvrtr, e
A e P

Lt e lres /.v///,(u 4‘/'/;1//0 Cod phrer £y it rrcs
Ctrred Dbttt el raeet

P
o K

‘,//,7,//,.\,, «/«

O Lot b ‘//;/ /4

/ (/Ji/ /((,z/// (////

N
< S8 T
_,j///( Freiet s creos
T
CLFes L ¢

et

g

ey st CAlrritd, €7 ceaiit e r//‘;ﬁr
Sewees «/(// 20 \}././‘ v SR 4 /ee A A < Koss  ctrece S 0
5 J v X
P R P P st O 7 e R R B B R s s PR /
/‘, caect ' crvoes Lo riap o ot //:7/ CC el Goerd kedissii)
VT - Irev s e Faiieesd -//v’ & / /, S ot /////’ _,/////7;
-./ / / / /x/ o « I8 G ¢ /‘ 4
D AFiele DL d // / / craged J Lees e Jn/»}/: ewapn, ,
rraret ,' ;¢ ieeserd P s / TS P > - PO P ¥ /(/,,.[
(Jeeretr Cree 2 ..{-c.\, rr? 7. /)'(/ r/ PR a/ - ﬂ)“: ' )é/r/
//, B s Boissesna /z ’ / 5 s y'j/n,e'//../, Vs ,/f/

VA

; — /)"/t e’ ; r/‘ ol
(///_//’\ Conr s // /v/ (0 2re carvet / 25y A It prenees Coprii i
ANZ / / bl Hrebeiie /rvr““//‘ e F APy S sira

Ve 'f// r;-/'u/ e Sl veel o % Sesect /('1/.‘/ e //.///(/
ne  Flora h / 1] //./ /)// i it A narit over G yj//j'

7 //‘// {///f/z// i
Hreiernidor He S5 AL

N e

e 1Tz s 1S
Zo sAre e
Ly in

o L T

rb RSt bl
S -

B R AR

Lok

K/ ///'/,, / // sit e ol

et s G

(':/’4//'-""// s e

72 P

’ P vt Crriovis

”/"' ezt ot
77 v ree? sod

/,,/

'S

///zz 3 A‘a»////,‘ Py

’////, el e
7 % // Y
///// :' AP bkt EP DIl J//: /.

459 /,,,,, Drv & Cfiraisics,
"'){,“.(-’, /ar Clovrs f/’/u,/» vles ko Sos ol
4}}:' t//:';»'/.-“r, O rte SoPore e ;%7:4/'(
Crte 7/}7/r/,.»v;"r; v Lond ///
ﬂ, v o 4' w22 L, Ol oad //u ¢
7t lerity ¢ Y/,//, cele, (e \./("/(
Y/ 4 £ o

/ .
,c//r: u.u/ /g{_/, l‘/‘/»//j// OF ldeeiiiie
V2 T /;/1 ec? awedis _,.,,.._1_/4.,

(/(//// N
.v/.../(

7
- /e

90 hre

PR

Lo

P 2] 1/7
2

Srvies

Plvrs,

//a/' »,[/4,
//,/, Clime i ¢

/4‘ red RSl

/ y

e Tl

:/ //}1///{ 2.

e /’l( /:‘((,,(,,.

(,;;';’, 7L

Srds fr el e o) il '/“/'.—/,-7,77(/ L

D Mg Hewaee /m///.. Cdissvie W £ ,,(//,-/(,/
'

(77 2353 ott /-z‘r/x 2 ///r?/'/ Cinpedt B raiessi Cery I/

)'71;4./)
o<
./u P2

Cne Sonwret €, Poue

el e et e (’

/;'..( ////I, ///XjJ/ et T

rysr At
Lpsreasr A Porcritr
Y cced cey £e

il et S

7///}41n/ ///,ugﬂ;

2

P e T R PR |

P //jf e

N

> ‘////f"

e ////r///

|
|
|
|
|
Hinie
S IS i
////,,/(' [
//x// /////// ';T
//'f év/)/«gfl

f!

///’/ rat el 1.‘1‘(

/;.///(




“

(s Gk st ey -

///1'/ J//’ / _//‘('- 2iv e /<'//rrr(/r/ /‘ ///;N" S’ ////,, (“hr/rf/// j’
//( AL M . ‘/(4_/(_') 5 cleee LFe Zed S e /'/ //1 f,,zlr'/// A Y St
S ALY £ Lo Bevia- Aaviliiiny WA % vte of Lo fees

etntd  _ Yor s oI, ///u/ erse o //7,. 1/;/ /f.)/ f,./n//r/m»
/:// ot  h Dewsmit. _eiiiedien & ZFI L ts v gy e A

/ - 3 -
(et e s St ,-Q/,n.u e Sfe sl Eorh A2 j\, e 2Ae D

.

r?’//}. % Worerriiber K37 /,., A SIS /’.., Coss Jlotarn ctier fois
S o o B erciimit f TG0 comica™ (Dresal s 25K STIE
”/}1 ' /)Yz'/( Ao Pl 30 4 Cefeeresecs /, (/,—,,,,,/ //);/ /-’r////, A s it
/ g
‘/‘."/.u PNy //.»4( /;‘//( AT & l/(//( - //) o AT Al ,-/,-7 /,./‘.//,(
cezzedies /.J’.Djf}' /(f» ///(f e A M ,//»\_.-/.»‘ Crsid dandives
//‘/ D S 0 W /;'f"f//
//;f ¢ '7/"' ¢ 7 P P S ,//”'" /l ////} bt//:,,',.J et Pt
/”-/./’ /Z’:’ //‘//- //4 /(:/‘? et P R ///"A,- -/r,/,/,_/.? A
\;’/’/(-/ s it )///,I("'/;-/'
/x' Jj.//'/// //':".’/; /‘(‘/'4/{’/.5'(_,
/”"" '-/ ’///,1/ /.'//‘{,_«:/r,-'-r 124 ;

s

@ / Y srrees 4':-,;,/4, e OCf S e 7’

7

7 i o
//’l (’/.// ///// e oo d /7 ‘./r/:zr(a!' //‘/ {/?/’ 2 s tf//f Pl /‘?’/r”ra—f/

=’

3

4 27
el Aoy /-{/1/ Ahr eetoione //,zr/////fr,,;/ ¢t (//,4(( B

e seltrse // Py //;<fy P L PR )//r/} o S et/ -/-".»/*/'//.'-j
///u /////( v el EFd // e S clre.c L, //c-//»,a,,,\,,_-,, Al
Lo s /2//;; H /AN_ /, A el ¢ 7 St v o CFg oo ivin oo, b /,/_, P
w/ Foreere Mlisa iite O3 ¢ //-,;,;,. 3 cwrree  Adeed ‘Z/}:"Y'/.v‘

Pren 21l S 7 ¢ Lrrevwis b “# Clrry & epotz c’;-;/ ///j;-

Al i e <ol T Logect ////f:/ AL &y (7/ D e R
s e Drveirosde se
‘F‘-y//'/‘./ /( CF virt T s e e =

] S 0060 /{'./i//////(/

K//‘(( -—/f(&(/uﬁr/ / //1/59’}/- ¢ ( / . '
N s ‘ \/ »',,M i /’// 2 :

G2y F xSl I T on i, //w,,,?ﬂ /J//z e HA AT 5 :
= ; T A

23



24

An inventory of the personal Estate of Lawson Sitzes late of
Hempstead County, deceased, as the same hath come to the hands of
James Cantley, Administrator of all and singular the goods and
chattels, rights and credits of said Lawson Sitzes, deceased.

One horse, one Jenney, one yoke of Oxen, thirty head of cattle,
fifty-five head of Hogs, large and small, Three head of sheep, one Ox
Wagon, one two-horse wagon & harness and Shoes?. Seven Ploughs
and some Plow . Two Ox chains, One Broadax, two falling axes,
one chest of carpenter’s tools, six chairs, one clothes chest, one stand,
one small table. Two safes, a set of castings. One Wardrobe. A lot of
cooking ware. Two hundred bushels of corn.

About one thousand __ of Fodder? One lathe and Wheel?,
One Note to deceased Executor? By John Alban dated July 12" AD
1855 due the 1% day of January 1859 for $1500. Bearing interest
from __ with ten percent {interest from} One brown Mare.
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There is nothing in Lawson’s recorded history to explain the
complexities of a man, to tell why he would leave his family to go to war, or
to show how he made his fortune, or to let his descendants know why he
died young—not even a tombstone. For now, his epithet lies in an
inventory list of his estate—a list that includes a chest of carpenter’s tools.
The communities of the West needed houses, barns, churches, schools,
stores, jails, and business quarters; and they needed men, who were
skilled, with the tools to build them. Lawson Sitzes owned a chest of
carpenter’s tools. Maybe he was a builder of communities.

The End



